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ABSTRACT 

The book development plan has established tentative 
minimum targets for the expansion of book supply in the region 
between now and 1980. Based on an estimated minimal number of book 
pages required by pupils, teachers and literacy workers, the 1980 
projected per capita suoply of educational books should reach 72 
pages annually. The supply of general books might tentatively be 
expected by 1980 to reach a level of 48 pages per person per year. 
The annual increase required for both educational and general books 
is 12.21L In the period to 1975 the increase should be 16$ annually. 
Additional recommendations are as follows: (1) the authors of 

educational and cultural books should be Africans; (2) the first 
language to be promoted should be African; (3) the content of books 
should be in line with the actual needs of the users; (4) priorities 
in book printing should be based on the urgency of the needs in 
general education and literacy work, and of those already gainfully 
employed and (5) printing techniques should come up to the use r ’ 
requirements while remaining as inexpensive as possible. (MM) 
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INTRODUCTION 



Opening 

1 . Tlie meeting of exports on book development in Africa was held at Accra, Ghana , from 13 tc 
19 February 1 968. The present report of the meeting was adopted unanimously. 

2. Mis Excellency Or. Uodjaben Dowuona, Commissioner for Education of the Government of 
Ghana, in a message of welcome, declared that educational and social progress cannot endure 

without the stimulus that comes from reading. In spite of the vast natural resources of Africa, he 
said, Africa can progress and develop only with knowledge, the knowledge that can be gained through 
books. Noting that African governments could do a great deal to encourage book production, Dr. 
Dowuona emphasized the rSle of libraries, bookshops, mass media and cheap editions in spreading 
the book reading habit. lie called on the experts to make a realistic appraisal of the problems, 
bearing in mind the economic position of the developing countries. 

3. -\ statement bv Mr. Robert Gardiner, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa, was read on his behat£~by Mr. S.I, Edokpayi, Head, Manpower and 

Training Section of the EGA. Emphasizing the economic context of book development, Mr. 
Gardiner's message stated that an adequate supply of books could contribute to social and economic 
progress, as well as to education. He said that the book industry could form an integral part of 
national development and called for training programmes to assure these qualitative and quantita- 
live requirements. Finally, the Executive Secretary's message urged a co-operative effort on 
an international and multinational as well as regional basis cope with these problems. 

4. Speaking on behalf of the Di rector-General of Unesco, Mr. Tor Gjesdal, Assistant Director- 
General in charge of Communication, observed that the meeting had been convened in order to 

examine the problems of book development in relation to overall economic and social progress in 
Africa. Although great possibilities now exist to increase the supply of books this "book revolu- 
tion" had not yet attained its full potentiality in Africa. it was essential to start a concerted 
attack on the double problem of ensuring books for education and of building sound domestic publish- 
ing industries. The meeting, Mr. Gjesdal concluded, could be of great importance in the system- 
atic planning of book development in Africa. 

Participants and officers 

5. The meeting was attended by experts from 23 African countries^ who had been in’ 

Unesco to participate in a personal capacity. Observers from a number of Member tales 

and international and regional organizations also took part. Four book specialists served as con- 
sultants to the Secretariat. A complete list of participants is attached (Annex I). 

6. The meeting unanimously elected the following officers from among the participating experts: 

Chairman: Mr. Service Addo, Ghana. 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Jonas Mwilambwe, Democratic 

Republic of the Congo; 

Miss Juliette Ratsimandrava, Madagascar; 
Mr. Tryphon Wagi, Tanzania. 

Rapporteur: Mr. Femi Oyewole, Nigeria. 
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(1) At its fourteenth session, the General Conference anticipated that a separate meeting might 
1)6 held in the 1969-1970 period for book development in the Arab States. 
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7. The meeting was held pursuant to a decision taken by the General Conference at its fourteenth 
session (resolution 4.222 ) which considered that efforts to develop book publishing should be 

"fully integrated into overall economic and social planning" and should contribute to the promotion 
of mutual understanding. To achieve these purposes, the General Conference urged action to as- 
sist the developing countries to strengthen domestic publishing and distribution. 

8. The present report comprises two parts. The first reviews the problems ofbook development 
in Africa as they emerged from the discussion and working papers. The second summarizes 

the main suggestions of the meeting for a programme of action. 



I. PROBLEMS OF BOOK DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA 



A. BOOKS IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

9. Throughout the meeting, participants stressed the important r8le of books in economic and 
social development. The premise adopted throughout the discussions was that education is a 

basic investment for development and that books in turn are a basic tool of education. 

10. The meeting took as its point of departure a working paper by the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa which was presented by a representative of the Commission. The 

paper contained a comprehensive review of Africa’ s book situation in relation to the problems of 
economic and social development in the region, 

11. The participants were unanimously agreed that economic and social progress depends to a 
large extent upon the availability of trained manpower which can provide the direction and im- 
petus for maximum use of resources. To stimulate such development - or even to manage what 
already exists - requires education of increasing numbers of persons in each society. Consequent- 
ly developing countries have been concentrating more and more of their efforts on providing the 
education that is essential to maintain the pace of progress, 

12. The experts accepted the conclusion of the Economic Commission for Afri thu-i book cl, , * 

opment can make a most useful contribution to ADUc.;. .. ,*il development. The Commis- 

sion pointed out that "one major bottleneck in Africa's development efforts is the shortage of 
trained manpower, particularly middle and higher level scientific technical and managerial per- 
sonnel. For the immediate future this handicap will continue to be central among the restraints 
on economic growth and social change ’ . 

13. The EC A continued: "The iremendous task of lifting African peoples from the present level of 
abject poverty resulting from a Irrw per capita annual income of only US dollars 110 to a reas- 
onable level of income and standard of living, requires enormous increases in domestic product 
which in turn requires substantial input of trained manpower and technical knowhow in the exploit- 
ation of available natural resources. Since the region is already in short supply of trained man- 
power, the- only way out of the impasse is an equally substantial expansion in educational enrolment 
including training, and reconsrruuction of educational curricula to meet the challenges and require- 
ments of development". 

14. In the wide-ranging discussion that ensued it was noted that not only are books essential to 
economic development, but that it was necessary also to adopt an economic approach to ihe 

establishment and strengthening of book industries. Emphasis was placed on the need to develop 
the infrastructure of the publishing industry which raised many problems of an economic character. 
In this connexion, one expert noted that the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), which was currently meeting in New Delhi, was dealing with problems of developing 
domestic industries in general which were applicable to the case of the publishing industry. The 
meeting, consequently, noted with satisfaction that Unesco had submitted a report to the second 
session of UNCTAD in New Delhi which drew attention to the problems faced by the developing coun- 
tries in securing the materials needed for the establishment of domestic publishing industries. 



